Sociology 1870M:  Theories of the Third Sector and Civil Society
Spring 2010

Prof. Ann Dill, Ann_Dill@brown.edu

Office Hours:  Tues., 2-4 and by appointment, 401 Maxcy Hall

Course Description and Objective
The Third Sector- consisting of non-government, non-profit organizations and social movements - is an important segment of societies around the world. This seminar examines social theory assessing the contributions, limitations, opportunities, challenges of this sector. The focus is both local and global, looking at organizations with diverse social purposes.
Over the past few decades, third sector institutions, and particularly non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have been at the center of societal transformations, from those of countries transitioning from Communism to those of nations engaged in large-scale development efforts.  In each of these situations, it is assumed that civil society takes over where the state and market won’t or can’t suffice.  It is further assumed that civil society promotes democracy, in addition to norms of civicness, voluntarism, and civic engagement.  NGOs and other third sector actors have been expected to be a critical part of these movements, separate from the state, attuned to local contexts, and independent of professional or political control.  Moreover, third sector organizations have been expected to build social capital and be a vehicle for representation of citizen interests. In all of this, the third sector has increasingly been expected to demonstrate accountability and to develop the capacity and sustainability of independent institutions.

The purpose of the seminar is to assess these assumptions critically through review of literature on civil society and third sector developments.  There will be a major focus on comparative analysis, assessing newly developed third sectors and new forms of third sector activity.  This will involve specific examination of contextual variations and the impact of local contexts as well as global influences.

Educational Goals and Expectations:

The course will be run as a seminar focused on developing the research and scholarship of individual participants.  This means that the structure and contents of topics and readings will evolve over the course of the semester.  The course is intended primarily for students who are conducting firsthand research related to nonprofit organizations and other third sector actors.  Students are therefore expected to be more than participants and discussants; they will be the co-creators of the seminar and lead, as well as participate in, the discussion of pertinent topics and literature.  Prerequisite is one advanced course in Sociology, Development Studies, or nonprofit studies.  The course also presumes knowledge of foundational concepts related to civil society development and nonprofit organizations.
Educational Goals:

· To gain a broad and balanced understanding of the third sector in comparative perspective

· To comprehend the relationship between the third sector and wider cultural and social structural forces

· To understand and be able to apply theoretical perspectives on third sector organizations and their connections with state and market forces

· To evaluate key trends affecting the third sector globally

· To weigh diverse views on current issues surrounding the role of third sector organizations and their contributions to civil society
Expectations: 

All participants in the seminar are expected to attend regularly, to complete weekly readings before class, to submit discussion questions to the instructor in advance of class meetings, and to contribute to discussions based on shared readings as well as individual research.  Each participant may submit their own work (e.g., a paper or manuscript chapter), as well as bodies of literature relevant to their work, for shared discussion.  
Students enrolled in the seminar for credit will complete:
· Two short (5 page) essays based on critical assessment of third sector issues:  each, 15% of total grade

· One term paper (15-20) pages on topic chosen by student in consultation with instructor:  30% of total grade

· At least two in-class presentations, critically assessing weekly readings and formulating issues for class discussion:  15% of total grade

· Submission of discussion questions in advance of class and participation in class discussions:  25% of total grade

Topics, Issues, and Readings:
While grounded in sociological perspectives, this course is positioned at an interdisciplinary intersection acknowledging the overlap of normative and associational models of civil society, political economic analyses of development and societal transitions, models of social welfare transformation, and assessments of the role of the third sector.  As such, the readings do not form a coherent whole, but a multi-faceted examination of sets of issues, each of which must be apprehended through diverse perspectives.  Each week’s class session will consist of discussion exploring major concerns, concepts, debates and critiques related to particular areas.  Readings will be supplemented and shaped to reflect the research interests of course participants.  Particular issues that run thematically throughout the seminar, as well as forming the basis for discussion in particular weeks, include the following:     
· Do third sector organizations represent a new form of associational life?  In what ways are they tools for the development of social capital?  Of the capacity for civil society?  In what ways do they challenge, and in what ways reinforce, social distinctions?
· Do third sector actors constitute an independent societal sector?  Where they are neither independent of, nor partners with, the state, can they nonetheless exert an independent voice or constitute a new mode of governance?  What is their contribution to the transformation of social welfare policies and programs?  How can they avoid the co-optation found in contracting regimes in the West? 

· Do third sector actors increase civic trust?  Civic participation?  Do they contribute to “civicness,” regardless?  How are they affected by, and in turn affect, modes of trust and generalized reciprocity in different social settings?
· What is the relation of third sector actors to their local contexts?  Translocal actors?  International and regional influences?  To what extent is the third sector implicated in the path dependency of transitions observed in different settings?  In what ways does the history and experience of third sector actors contradict path dependency models?
· To whom and for what are third sector actors accountable?  How can interests of diverse stakeholders be assessed and accommodated?  What indices and methods of evaluating third sector accountability are appropriate, feasible, reliable, and valid?
Readings
The following represent a core set of topics and readings intended to provide a platform for collective discussion and individual elaboration.  Both the sequence and the contents of this list may be altered to reflect the work and interests of course participants.
I.  Foundational concepts:

Anheier, Helmut K. 2009.  “What Kind of Nonprofit Sector, What Kind of Society?  Comparative Policy Reflections.”  American Behavioral Scientist, 52:  1082-1068.

Calhoun, Craig.  1998.  “The Public Good as a Social and Cultural Project.”  In Powell, W. W. and E. S. Clemens (eds.), Private Action and the Public Good.  New Haven & London:  Yale University Press., pp. 20-35.

Deakin, Nicholas.  2001.  In Search of Civil Society.  New York:  Palgrave.  Chapter 1:  Civil Society and Voluntary Action:  Concepts and Issues.

Kaldor, M. (2003). “Civil society and accountability.”  Journal of Human Development, 4 (1):  5-26.
Martens, Kerstin, “Mission Impossible?  Defining Nongovernmental Organizations.”  Voluntas:  International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations, Vol. 13:271-285.

Van Til, Jon. 2000. Growing Civil Society  From Nonprofit Sector to Third Space.  Bloomington:  Indiana University Press.  Parts One, Two, Five (chapter 13), and Six.

Van Til, Jon.  2009.  “A Paradigm Shift in Third Sector Theory and Practice:  Refreshing the Wellsprings of Democratic Capacity.”  American Behavioral Scientist, 52:  1069.


II.  The Third Sector, the state, and civil participation:

Boris, Elizabeth.  2006.  “Nonprofit Organizations in a Democracy:  Varied Roles and Responsibilities.”  In Boris, E. T. and C. E. Steuerle (eds.).  Nonprofits & Government  Collaboration & Conflict.  Washington, D.C.:  The Urban Institute Press, pp. 1-37.
Clemens, Elisabeth S.  2006.  “The Constitution of Citizens:  Political Theories of Nonprofit Organizations.”  In Powell, W. W. and R. Steinberg (eds.), The Nonprofit Sector  A Research Handbook, Second Edition.  New Haven & London:  Yale University Press, pp. 207-220.
Jordan, Lisa and Peter van Tuijl.  2006.  “Rights and Responsibilities in the Political Landscape of NGO Accountability:  Introduction and Overview.”  In Jordan, L. and Van Tuijl (eds.), NGO Accountability  Politics, Principles & Innovations.  Sterling, VA:  Earthscan, pp. 3-20. 
Kaposvari, Aniko and Stephen Osbourne. 1998.  “Non-governmental Organizations and the Development of Social Services…”  Public Administration and Development, 18(4):  365-80. 
Keane, J. (ed.) 1988.  Civil Society and the State:  new European perspectives.  London:  Verso.  
Roelofs, Joan.  “Networks and Democracy:  It Ain’t Necessarily So.”  American Behavioral Scientist, 52:  990-1005.
Sampson, Steven. 2002.  “Weak States, Uncivil Societies, and Thousands of NGOs”,   In Resic, Sanimir (Ed.), Cultural Boundaries of the Balkans.   Lund University Press; AnthroBase.com.


Smith, Steven Rathgeb and Kirsten A. Gronbjerg.  2006.  “Scope and Theory of Government-Nonprofit Relations.”  In Powell and Steinberg, Op. cit., pp. 221-242
Young, Dennis R. 2006.  “Complementary, Supplementary, or Adversarial?  Nonprofit-Government Relations.  In Boris and Steuerle (eds.), Op. cit., pp. 37-79.
III.  Contemporary conceptual approaches:
Dekker, Paul and Adalbert Evers (Eds.).  2009.  “Special Issue  Civicness and the Third Sector.”  Voluntas:  International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations.  Vol. 20(3):  217-317.
Dollery, Brian E. and Joe L. Wallis. 2003. The Political Economy of the Voluntary Sector.  Cheltenham, UK:  Edward Elgar Publishing.  

Ebrahim, Alnoor.  2003.  “The Making of NGOs:  The relevance of Foucault and Bourdieu.”  In (Author) NGOs and Organizational Change    Discourse, Reporting, and Learning.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, pp. 7-20.
Hann, Chris and Elizabeth Dunn.  1996.  Civil Society:  challenging western models.  London, New York:  Routledge.  
Laville, J.-L. et al. 1999.  “Third System:  A European Definition.”  Paper produced for research project, “The enterprises and organizations of the third system:  a strategic challenge for employment.”  European Commission pilot action, “Third System and Employment.”
Oxhorn, Philip D.  1995.  Organizing Civil Society  The Popular Sectors and the Struggle for Democracy in Chile.  Chapter 1, “’Bringing the Base Back In’:  Toward the Democratization of Civil Society Under Authoritarian Regimes,” and Glossary.  University Park, PA:  Pennsylvania State University Press.

Stivers, Camilla.  2009.  “The Ontology of Public Space:  Grounding Governance in Social Reality.”  American Behavioral Scientist, 52:  1095-1108.
  
Tonkiss, F. and A. Passey.  1999.  “Trust confidence and voluntary organizations:  Between values and institutions.”  Sociology – The Journal of the British Sociological Association, 33:  257-74.
IV.  Comparative & international perspectives:


Anheier, Helmut K.  2001.  Non-Profit Sector at the Crossroads?:  An International Policy Analysis.  New York and London:  Routledge.
Anheier, Helmut.  2006.  “Third Sector—Third Way:  Comparative Perspectives and Policy Reflections.”  In Lewis, J. and Surender, R. (eds.), Welfare State Change  Towards a Third Way?  Oxford:  Oxford University Press, pp. 111-134.


Anheier, Helmut K. and Wolfgang Seibel.  1998. “The Nonprofit Sector and the Transformation of Societies:  A Comparative Analysis of East Germany, Poland, and Hungary.”  In Powell, W. W. and E. S. Clemens (eds.), Op. cit., pp. 177-189.

Anheier, Helmut K. and Lester M. Salamon, 2006. “The Nonprofit Sector in Comparative Perspective.”  In Powell, W. W. and R. Steinberg (eds.), The Nonprofit Sector  A Research Handbook, Second Edition.  New Haven & London:  Yale University Press, pp. 89-113.


Boli, John.  2006.  “International Nongovernmental Organizations.”  In Powell and Steinberg, Op. cit., pp. 333-351.


Hodgkinson, Virginia A. and Kathleen D. McCarthy.  1992.  “The Voluntary Sector in International Perspective:  An Overview.”  In McCarthy, K. D., V. A. Hodgkinson, R. D. Sumariwalla and Associates, The Nonprofit Sector in the Global Community.  San Francisco:  Jossey-Bass Publishers, pp. 1-23.


Hodgkinson, Virginia A. and Russy D. Sumiwalla.  1992.  “The Nonprofit Sector and the New Global Community:  Issues and Challenges.”  In McCarthy et al., Op. cit., pp. 485-508.


Kaposvari, Aniko and Stephen Osbourne, 1997. “Civil Society in Post-Communist Hungary,” Journal of European Social Policy, 7 (3): 210.  

Salamon, Lester M.  2006.  “Government-Nonprofit Relations from an International Perspective.”  In Boris and Steuerle (eds.), Op. cit., pp. 399-435.


Yamamoto, Tadashi (Ed.).  1996.  Emerging Civil Society in the Asia Pacific Community.  Singapore:  Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Pp. 1-50.
Transformation and path dependency models:
Bafoil, François.  2009. Central and Eastern Europe  Europeanization and Social Change.  New York:  Palgrave Macmillan.
Bryant, Christopher G.A.  1994.  “Economic utopianism and sociological realism  Strategies for transformation in East-Central Europe.”  In Bryant, C.G.A. and E. Mokrzycki (Eds.), The new great transformation?  Change and continuity in East-Central Europe.  London and New York:  Routledge, pp. 58-77.
Carothers, Thomas.  2002. “The End of the Transition Paradigm,” Journal of Democracy, 13(1):15.  
Deakin, N. Op. cit.  Chapter 5:  Civil Society as Revolution?

Elster, Jon, Claus Offe, and Ulrich K. Preuss et al.  1998. Institutional Design in Post-community Societies  Rebuilding the Ship at Sea.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press.  
Greskovits, Béla.  2002.  “The Path-Dependence of Transitology.”  In Bönker, Frank, Klaus Müller, and Andreas Pickel (Eds.), Postcommunist transformation and the social sciences:  cross-disciplinary approaches.  Lanham, MD:  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., pp. 219-146.

Kennedy, Michael D.  2002.  Cultural Formations of Post-Communism.  Minneapolis:  University of Minnesota Press.

Pickel, Andreas and Jacqui True.  2002.  “Global, Transnational, and National Change Mechanisms:  Bridging International and Comparative Approaches to Postcommunist Transformation.”  In Bönker, Müller, and Pickel, Op. cit., pp. 153-174.

Tatur, Melanie.  2002.  “Economic Transformation, Moral Resources, and the State in Postsocialist Societies:  On the Comparative Analysis of Transformation Paths in Central and Eastern Europe.”  In Bönker, Müller, and Pickel, Op. cit, pp. 175-198.
V.  International actors, local contexts:
Deakin, N. Op. cit. Chapter 7:  Civil Society and Globalisation.
Gibson, James. 2001.  “Social Networks, Civil Society and the Prospects for Consolidating Russia’s Democratic Transition.”  American Journal of Political Science, 45(1). 
Gagnon, VP Jr. 2002. “International NGOs in B-H:  Attempting to Build a Civil Society.”  In Glenn & Mendelson (eds.) The Power and Limits of NGOs, p. 208.

Haepfer, C. W. Mishler and R. Rose, 1997. “Social Capital in Civic and Stressful Societies.”  Studies in Comparative International Development, 32(3). 
Hemment, Julie.  2007. Empowering Women in Russia  Activism, Aid, and NGOs.  Bloomington, IN:  Indiana University Press.
Lankina, Tomila, Anneke Hudalla and Hellmut Wollmann, 2008.  Local Governance in Central and Eastern Europe.  New York:  Palgrave Macmillan.

Mendelson, Sarah E. and John K. Glenn (Eds.) 2002.  The Power and Limits of NGOs  A Critical Look at Building Democracy in Eastern Europe and Eurasia.  New York:  Columbia University Press.  
Mertus, Julie.  2001. “The Impact of Intervention on Local Human Rights Culture:  A Kosovo Case Study.”  The Global Review of Ethnopolitics, 1(2).  
Mohan, Giles. 2002. “The Disappointments of Civil Society:  the Politics of NGO Intervention in Northern Ghana.”  Political Geography, 21:125-154.  
Stubbs. Paul. 1996.  “Nationalisms, Globalization and Civil Society in Croatia and Slovenia.”  Research in Social Movements, Conflicts and Change, V. 19, pp. 1-26.
Stubbs, Paul. 2006.  “Aspects of Community Development in Contemporary Croatia:  Globalisation, Neo-Liberalisation and NGO-isation.”  In Dominelli, L. (ed.), Revitalising Communities.  Asgate.
VI.  The Third Sector and Development

Brinkerhoff, Jennifer M., Stephen C. Smith and Hildy Teegan (eds.), 2007. NGOs and the Millenium Development Goals.  New York:  Palgrave Macmillan. 
Brown. L. David.  “Creating Social Capital:  Nongovernmental Development Organizations and Intersectoral Problem Solving.”  In Powell, W. W. and E. S. Clemens (eds.), Op. cit., pp. 227-241.
Ebrahim, Alnoor. 2003. NGOs and Organizational Change    Discourse, Reporting, and Learning.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press.
Edwards, M. and A. Fowler (eds.).2006. The Earthscan Reader on NGO Management.  Sterling, VA:  Earthscan.  
Kerlin, Janelle.  2006.  “U.S.-Based International NGOs and Federal Government Foreign Assistance:  Out of Alignment?”  In Boris and Steuerle (eds.), Op. cit., pp. 373-398.

Smith, Brian H.  1998.  “Nonprofit Organizations in International Development:  Agents of Empowerment or Preservers of Stability?”  In  Powell, W. W. and E. S. Clemens (eds.), Op. cit., pp. 217-227 
Woolcock, Michael. 1998.  “Social Capital and Economic Development:  Towards a Theoretical Synthesis and Policy Framework.”  Theory and Society, 27(2).

VII.  The Third Sector and accountability

Deakin, N. Op. cit. Chapter 6:  Civil Society and the Market.
Ebrahim, Alnoor and Edward Weisband.  2007.  Global Accountabilities  Participation, Pluralism, and Public Ethics.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press.  
Edwards, M. and A. Fowler (eds.).2006. The Earthscan Reader on NGO Management.  Sterling, VA:  Earthscan, Part 4, “Strengthening Governance and Accountabiltiy.”
Jordan, L. and Van Tuijl (eds.), NGO Accountability  Politics, Principles & Innovations.  Sterling, VA:  Earthscan.  

